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This 1s the Kirtland’s Warbler
family: Dad, Mom, and Baby
Warbler.
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Baby Warbler cried, “Mom, the
forest is on fire! Look at all the
smoke!”
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Baby Warbler continued, “What
are those people doing? Did
they forget to put out the
campfire?”
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Mom replied, “No, don’t worry.
It’s not a campfire. If a
campfire were left unattended,
it could be really dangerous.
Those people are firefighters.
The fires that you see are
controlled burns.”
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“People often talk about big,
destructive forest fires, but rarely
talk about controlled burns.
They’re actually very important
to all the plants and animals in
our forest,” said Mom.
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Mom continued to explain,
“When the fire burns, it brings
fresh nutrients for new plants to
grow.”
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Mom added, “The fires also
clear out space for the new

plants to grow.”
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Mom remarked, “Most
importantly, the fires remove
dead leaves from the ground.
Dead leaves give fuel to larger
forest fires, so it is best to get
rid of them before the fire
season.”
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Dad asked, “Did you know that
the fires saved the Kirtland’s
Warbler from extinction?”
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Dad continued, “The high heat
from the fire releases the seeds
in the Jack Pine cones. The
seeds that drop to the ground
grow into new trees. This is
where all the Kirtland’s Warbler
families build their nests.”
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Baby Warbler happily chirped,
“Thank you, firefighters! Thank
you for helping our forest stay
healthy!”
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Baby Warbler exclaimed, “Mom, look!
It’s only been two months, and our
forest is green again!”

Mom replied, “I know! The small,
controlled burns are helping our
environment!”
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The Polyglot Initiative was founded by Jonathan & William, two
multilingual students passionate about language as a tool for
connection. Their mission is to foster bilingualism in children &
adults through storytelling & to promote global awareness through
writing advocacy. By encouraging curiosity across cultures &
languages, they aim to build bridges one word at a time.

www.thepolyglotinitiative.com



